Unusual complication following trauma to a bone-anchored hearing aid: case report and literature review.
We report the second published case of a child with a serious traumatic injury involving the fixture and abutment of their bone-anchored hearing aid. Case reports and review of the world literature concerning unusual complications following trauma to bone-anchored hearing aids. A nine-year-old girl with Dubowitz syndrome sustained an intrusion injury of her bone-anchored hearing aid fixture and abutment following a fall. No other injury was sustained, and there was no neurological complication. The patient underwent immediate removal of the implant and subsequently made a full recovery. Such serious and unusual complications are fortunately very rare. On review of the literature, four cases of similar complications were identified. Only one involved a traumatic injury in a child. Provision of bone-anchored hearing aids involves many clinicians. All clinicians involved in this procedure must be aware of the need to monitor their patients carefully, and to remember that unusual and unexpected complications, although rare, do happen. The patient's need for care continues long after the surgery is complete.